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VETERANS ADMINISTRATION 4

Tuskegee, Alabama
February 12, 1937

YOUR FILE REFEREMCE:

IN REPLY REFER TO: A
Ioetor Thomss Farran
Surgeon CGeneral
United States fubliec Eealth Service
Vashington, 0. C. [‘““““*“Mwthm: S——

"if‘m’ B Servics

B 537

_nm el Py
S g dh eEnd Ny 4»;;-7

Desr Doector Farran:

This will ackrowledse reca:rt of your letier of February
9, 1937, with reference to the facilities in +his hospital beine placed
at the disposal of vour officer wknm you plan +to detail to this srea
during the winter of 1537-1938 to examine clinically and do a thorough
latoratory study om all the individwmls, hoth syphilitic and nonsvrhil-
itic, ineluded in thre investipation of tre United States Fublis Fenlth
Service in Yacon lourty. 4lss, if +trere are facilities, between ths
Veterans Facility and the John 4. indrew Nenorial Fosnital, necessary
to compiepe the cardinlogic examination outlined on the form which you
atischked to your letter,

This is %o advise
iecal Director of tre V¥
1 be furtrer acvised af

ter 1s being taken up with
stration without delay and

the Yed
i1 practicable date.

you o

Very truiy yours,

{\L. . "‘v Wﬁ’p\\r\ ﬂ
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VETERANS ADMINISTRATION

WASHINGTON

DFFICE OF : F ‘b : - -
sbruery 18 3
THE ADMIMISTRATOR OF - € ery 18, 1937
VETERANS AFFAIRS
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ToErenry By Y
&
Cerarsl Weede 7, “Hinossn,
abndndissiretor of Tetersns Affsirs,
fotering AnInistpnticn,
aagldncton, D. O,
rodear Dereral iness
=t ve to ihenk you for vour letier or Februsry
4 cooneration of the
S £ Zreility at Tusierse
t = i sresent projscted siudy
Teat 3 la ZNesrs, whinh 1a baine gure
ried on in Mooon Sourty, Slebnma, ‘:*au ey oo ogurs oot ow
will silve dus credit $o the Velurans Administrotion 2or the
vizluchls esslistence which Fenager Zugens iH, Uibils, Jr. smd
his stef? will ronder us,
Sincarely yours,
- - : - (8zd) Thomes Parran
Surgeon Gereral,
H
RS S 6 oE e B et A S, & T ueennen v e s BR R % G MRy
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Pactor J. Jorone Pele
i

‘Tuskezsa for normanent ¢

Yatorans Ldainisty :5; i loepital,

Tugkogee, 2labica.
Sear Dogior Fatars:

I oigh 2n 5 .n‘: you for youw 1&%‘4‘.@1’ of Detobar 15th in
which you roffor ¢o the disintesretinn of badics vhich are obiained
Cor sulonalas in avy sivdy of untreoied ."-mhil-w in thy fHaxre in
Yaron Tounty.  Tho impertent solnt in comnestlion with the atudy is,
raa, o eonfire our olinienl ahaeryations ond elnes this ean

of oou
e done only Z'.s."i“"”‘-.:_;h eaxfosay, I, in the nasy, brve beoon nost in.
terartpd in ol iy our offorta in thig Alyoelisn. You nrs

e A
o ;i
‘:WMW, ‘;.n inglating thad ths wadiles nad bs in o dige

3 ca:z«ri jtion.

Tmon Inoniry st the Hational Instltuts of Henlth I f4nd
that yecantly tlamin zactlons atlialrwd ran sevsrsl eniansiss hove
Ysen dalivered 4n such «oor conditinn that ther wore of hEpadite
po valuo. “hin copditdeon of tha evecinans would naturally . fli oo
eny otudles shicon misnat Yo Bawged unon thaly exeninnsion, 1 sm %m:i
thie patier us with Toctor Murray "nlth nnd Dector . A. Zalwyn with
the roousel thnt inm tl-;.s mture, dicinlesrnind uvodiss rot ve presants
o 7o, - , ®

QONTEPS
the oro

b

1 kozes.  Tha ::afiic;al sifigar
ghors Wa ; ot al3 ny siuds "IY} x sprddovasoning
s7-hilia n." tho Johng Hookine v gines luzi ‘,rﬂm,r;'. “aetor
Jo B Yoore, the culef of the ayrhilis clinle ot lozking, does not
foel that our modieal 1 T
en ths eliniecnl woric durin
have delored hls assi, :n::e

4 am

wlil br eutficlently tralned {o carry
ths eoning winter. i'or that resson we
4 for enp year sad ho w11l noi nrosssd to
szl mment until the aat wan of 133,



Tnig weddend offlecer, 'aotor Ausiin Y. Calbert, =111 vielt

pirged
Tusmeses oarly in t : ol sJanuary for tha osuraozs of stimulating
the ictercst of the onatd in the nrajest. You may ve sure that
he will ol on sk R aliboush the flusrosceps
ornsrinat

2 pariienlsyrly for hpinsine o ny sttentien

T wizh $o0 thank youw
@ fmvortant malters valch relate $o the giudy in which I have &

Elnoerely youre,

:ﬁq A-. Y'ﬂ“dﬁ““{f‘ﬁm
Asilotent -)A?""ﬁ.ﬂ Jﬁ’lerﬂ

ey

Diviglon of Vanorsal Disessss,

¢g to Dy, Imitk

Sr. 5‘&11%.‘1"&



TREASURY DEPARTMENT
UNITED STATES

oFFICE OF PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE
Nov. 7, 193238

Assistant Surgeon fGeneral R. A. Vongerlehr

Division of Vernereal Disease

United States Public Health Service T

Washington, D.G. Lo

Dear Doctor Vonderlehr: : *,DWMd~w‘nmh%,Chﬂmg |

e P

The study is moving along quite
ticipated, I am averauing from three to
zinations a day. The staff at the Vetcranc'
is cooperating to the fullest extent anc has:
& very keen interest in the project. .

4

smoothly. As an
four ex
.g.
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Dr. latoney inferas m

iving in ¥New York in a

ner shocked at the
;7 alrmail nen

e e Ay
d .00
"

oow
cf o+
L W
(N
o 81

[

blocd sera
condition.

OO0 e
= M

U e R )
<

WMo TY ooy
i
pargiA

o7

i
ct
gt
ot «f =

oW O
i S IT' [®]

200 e oy

&)

(IS Site B
D e~
e !
Sl
L

G T
o

[t sl & PO 44
M

his time and to cefer it
fully concur with nim
lately in the ease with
i1ss in her charges. At

-

T
orunteered the informa-
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S
M by 0oy gt om
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been refle

which Nurse ; a
the beginning
tion that th
tecause o
thet the
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ical sbout couing in
) . Word now has spread
not giving "vack shots™ ana she has
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31 Ry
fanall o
O My

P i 8

nhle in : L e Z iz Anllcigating
ithat the county, at the first of the year, will have a
treatment trailer I could plan to use it ana fan the
countryside, striking quickly the various sections Before
word gets around ané the patlients light out for the river
bottoms. '

' Since my arrival, we have hag three
autopsies and I sense that three morTe are not far cistant.
I have encountered several interesting cases including two
of our controls Wil nsave develgyed”aqrtic_regurgimaiian.

I am looking forward to Lr. Xahoney's reports on the blood
8€ra tests wondering as to the relstive sensitivity of the

tests of tocay as against those of five years ago.

s o e e e S T R e



TREASURY DEPARTMENT

_ UNITED STATES _
oFFicE OF PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE

_ I underestimated the amount of
berium I would need for the roentgenologlcal examina-
tionsg and ai a later date will reguisi{ion more.

Sincerely yours,

GLMAMMM

Austin V. Deitert
Paszsed Assistant Surxzeon
Tuskegee, Ala,
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Kovenber 16, 1338

ooz Austin Y. Deibepd
U. §» Fublic Hoslin fervics

efo County iHealih Ueariren

CPusieges, Alebama

Desr Doctor Leiberts

I rap glad o have your letter of Hoverber
th and to know ihat fhe work is LrOSTens

in the £itudy of untreategd syphilis. It ~as zorethnat of
& surprice Yo iearn that toxe of the ratisnis oujected

e A U O

K

imepmuch as th

F

to the ®bhack shots

o B

P
big imnre after the stuey
Under novever, I think you are : row
creding fal: PN

tws of Lthe con
The [indiups
Lhet too zany of tne controls

syphilitic infection hefore the

nave osv

i
ke -
cioiren

Plense let ze know if there {c suythi g 8
can €0 to avsict you,

Sincerely yours, - 3 %o e

F2 N T A T Taetaten
o) i, A, Yuiladlicul

™

K. A. Vorndarlehre
Atsistant CLurpeon Qeneral
Pivicion of Veneroal Uisesses

RaViMceX
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT

U. S. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE
“ Feb. 8, 1azg

M REPLYING . ADDRESS THE

Asst. Surgzeon Zen Vonderlenr
Division of Vener ;

N " U.B. Public Health Servi
Washington, D.o.

Dear Doctor Vonderlekr:

_ : Recently I receiveg g
letter from Doctor J.E, loore regarding the
date of m, Slel iimeni tu iic Maryland Hesalth
Depzrtment, As you know, fixing an exact date
is Practically impossitle. T¥ gross estiwmztion
I fisvre that 71 EL01LG complete ihe WOrk here

. by June or July 1st, and aceordingly I informed
him.

To date I nave comple teg
the study on =75 cases, Qur working ulan calls
for four €Xaminations daily and two on Saturdays.
We are not always successful in maintaining this
schedule, however. 5

I have continued to € Xamine
;the CAaSCSs Who have received g small amount of
28 SWBRIE like &3 continue unlesgs you
feel that this should not be donpe. For psycho-
‘logical rezsons I Teel that these cases should
be maintained; an "esprit de C3rps" has been
built up and if they be discarced, their fellow
members on the "list" will tecome suspicious. .
It would take g great deal of e€xpiaining arnd
Y am at g less, as i1s Nurse nivers, as to what
to say. Iy clirical avpetite is whetteqg by ths
mainterance of this group. They provide another
factor "X" in inhe study. My routine rroceaure is
t0o examine ezch ease Withcut'consulting the
history to fing out whether it ig g control,
treated or inadequately treateqd Syphilitie,
until pertinent observations are mace on our

treatnent =

L

i

»l
S

[



TREASURY DEPARTMENT -

U. S. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE

1M REFPLYING, ADDRESS THE

1op€ by this procedure to keep the
vilnd unprejudiced. Azain, this ir-
eated greup should prove wvaluszble
final patholcgical stananoint
serological as well., To date,
a single case of "gisastrous
ong thiem. About 907 have sero-
logically reverted to negativity or doubtful,
and I am teing nerous on the "doubtfuls"* -
generally several of the five tests being run
are negatlive, )

syprhilis

' The paucity of clinical Tindings

%11l alarms me, but I feel that the inaaequately

treated groun accounts for this. The majuriiy of
falls into the 25 to 55 year age group

and that ne of them have developed aortitis

fortifies my bel 4

treatment goes a long way in avoiding cardio-

vascuwlar cox lieatiocns, tho aamittealy it is

a trifle too soon to make & definite statement

to that Taet,

P e P
iel that even a wery Zittle

e
s

Here are some othrer interesting
highlights. I have found twelve cases of gortic
‘reflux, equally diviaeg betwsen the svphilitic
and contral groups. A more detailed examination
will be done on the latier Casss.  Several cases
of congenital syphilis have been detected in
. both groups. About a cozen of the control: now
have positive serclogy. Two unaouviealy became
infected since the Study started, ia€ olsers
probakly have haa thieir infection for years.

I have found six cases of fusiform ailatation;
not one of sacculstinn. Symptomatically,
coronary disease is nil. Clinical neurosyphilis
and benign tertiary syphilis is rare. I fegr
all the sick ones have died in the past six
years. i



TREASURY DEPARTMENT

U. S. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE

N REPLYING, ADDRESS THE

With your permission, I am still
Planning on replacing the inadequately treated
cascs with new ones. Qur-strategists feel it
would be wiser tc¢ concentrate ocur efforts on
one cormmunity, such as Roba or #anron., The

April 1st.

raddition of these cases should start about

I am very much pleased with the
excellent cooperation that the staff of the
Veterars!' “ospital is giving me. Dr. Peters

is of great help

anc his avid interest in oup

projcct is most stimulating. I have been

Grawing an extirs

tube of blood for treir

latoratery for serological test against

Dr. Mahoney's ard this has revealed to

Dr. Peters the low aegree of sensitivity

of his laboratory's work. It has stimilateg
him to an imy.rovement and the avaition of a

check flocculation test whick will probably

be that of Bagle.

Sincerely yuurs,

Austin V. Deibert
P,A, Surgeon
Tuskegee, Alz,

BT P

s

& owe

B TR

B b g



February 8, 1933

L

Pe AL Surgeon &, ¥. Daibert
U. 9. Fublic Hsalth Uarvice
¢fo Counly Health Dagarteent
iuskeges, Alat

to have your Le tter of February 6ih
ing dn the stoady
cne of the

and to kpow
of un%rea?ed

Toasons ciinical Tindlinre mar
ba b&{? cevere manifectations
have Gic the remsinder ey be

Tenuon wiy 3
patiente, I am
in the yousnger aze g
va treated onily natlisuts in

&
lpd 1o xoow tiat ithe oulority

{

-
¥o
untreated groun by adzling such

widtlongl ratlsnts as you
ray be abtle to ind, '
e me xnow A7 Aere Ly surtulng e ceén do Top

R. A. Vondseriehr )
Assictant lurgeon Genersl
Divisien of Venereal Dicezves

RAV:McK



TREASURY DEPARTMENT

U. S. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE

1 ésFLWNG,Aoanasera ) VMarch 20, 1939

Asst. Burgeon General R.A. Vonderlehr
Divicgion of Venereal Diseasse

U,S. Public Fealth Service
Washington, D.C,. "

Dear Doctor‘Vonderlehr:

I was very wmuch disas-
¥pointed that your trip South was cancellec .
but realize how necessary was your Presence
in Washington at that time.

4
wanting to talk to vou was rega
bunctures cn the group. I know 1
I had not deferred ckbtaining s
wouldn't have examined half the
to date. They simply do not 1
punctures. A few of those who we
are enthusizstic over the results
the suggesti
shaking of the

nhei

A4pped
ut to nmost,
f anotiher causges violent
7 oixers claim they were
creative powers {regardless

S o FOTY ] ey ey e o ?
A SEarnmiimigs LlEl) .

L

robbed of t}

o7 the

i

some experienced memorable headaches. All in
all and with no attempt at humor, it is =a
headache to me. _

As a consequence of
those primary taps, Nurse Rivers nas nad some
difficulty getting patients in when dreaxing
into & new comumunity. After the worgd passes
along sufficiently tnat we are not giving
"back shots" they come out of the cane-brakes.
I hope I know something of the psychology of
the negro but at any rate I try my best to
send them forth happily shouting the Praises
of the clinic to their friends at hone.




N REPLY NG,
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT

U. S. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE

ALDRESS THE

——

it e Sl 25

e e it

If we repuncture,
or try to, I gravely fear t“aﬁ toey will not
be persuaded to come in a third time ana the
stuay would ccllagse. Those cases who nave
not hace punctures and those whose fluids were
positive, I think 5koula be punctured.

I don't believe
that any information relative to neurosypnilis
on this group would be of much ¥vs lue as it
would be open to criticism in that malsiria is
s0 widespread here, Doctor Smith tells me a
survey here last yesr of 1,600 people revealed
the presence of parasites iﬂ 20%. XNo one can
say how many have had or will be infected with
malaria before the study 1s over, Malarig
Probably is the best treatment for neur oonhllls
and nearly every psti ent I have seen so far
gives a good history of having hac it, So far
in the study I have found only a few neuro-
syrhilitics and they were vascular affairs and
optic atrophies With noi =.case of tabes or
paresis.

et

With the exception of
new patients, those olc ones who have not been
punctured and in cases who had positive flu uias,

I persc nujiﬂ feel thst repuncture is inadvisable.

The danger of Jeopardizing the future or nhe

study by lack sof cosreration of the patien

far outweighs the importance of obtalnlnm
information about the spinal fluia, which in-
formation at best would be open 1o adveirse
eriticisnm I would like very much to have
your reactlon 10 thls. '

[

Sincerely yours,
(}lh“ﬂ:&:;p ()T',
Austin V., Deibert

P.A., Surgeon
Tuskegee, Ala.




TREASURY DEPARTMENT

U.'S. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE

-

Asst. Surgeon General R.A. %oaderlehr
pivision of Venereal Dissase
Y.8, Public Herltihn Service

Wasghington, D.C.

Dear Doctor Vonderlehr:

I am in receipt of a letter
from Doctor Moore, following his conversation
with you, relative to my earlier aBSlgﬂﬂwdt to
Maryland. '
In brief, the situation here
is this: I have examined about 400 patients to
date and there remains about 30 iisted untreated
gnd 40 controls L0 exanmine.
: To inject new blooa into the
. study, letters are now in the mail to all of the
examined patle 1ts urging them to tell their friends
that the cliniec is being enlarged and we are Cpti-
mistically hoping 10 “"screen out" 150 more suitable
cendidates by drawing bloods at various meeting
places during the next iwo weeks. “ithin tgn days
I shell be atle to vanture an opinion as to whether
the group can be appreciably enlarged.

"4

To be significant, the study
must be stabilized by new men. If we are success-
ful in locating the necessary nwaber, it would de
physically impcssible for me 10 complete the task
by May:15th. It would be agreeable to me 10 return
leter in the year for the purpose of adding to ta
group, as Doc tor Moore suggests, but I believe that
it could be done more advantageously at this time
while we have our set-up in action if an officer
is assigned to assist me. XKven one untrained in

1N REPLY ING. ADDRESS THE ' . Mar. 27, 1939
U s ﬁ;/ﬂ L
2 ( L
H”ﬂféfjiddd
Divisiua .l;‘,«"— e

e e - £

——



TREASURY DEPARTMENT

U. S. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE

1 REPLYING, ADDRESS THE

syphilis work would be satisfactory. If we do
not add new cases now I feel that most of the
work could be completed and I could leave by
May 15th. Upon completion of the stuay as it
now stands, there will be about 125 strictly
untreated syphilitics ang I kXnow you feel as

I do the necessity of increasing this number,

‘8incerely yours,
”.u.:#%f;«’g M‘ (}*

Austin V., Deibert
P.A. Surgeon
Tuskegee, Ala,

BT



N REPLYING, ADDRESS THE

UNITED STATES
PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE

Tuskegos, Alabama -
April 11, 1840

Agst, Surgeon General R. A, Vonderlehr
Division of Vensrsal Diseases

U, 8. Public Health Service
Washington, D. C.

Deay Docter Vonderlshr:

Ve wers 2ll disapvointed when it bscame im-
possibis for you to ceme Lo Tuskeges., Dr. Zurpey was a
good selsction Tor a substitute,., IHe rresented vour papsry
well, and it was enjoyed by all. Dr. Dibbls rsad your
letter to the audience, stating fhp- ¥ou 00114 rot be

preszent. He told fhem of vyour intensze intsrest end of
your good work in Mecen County.

Since 1 did not zet to sees you, I wish to

‘make one recusst in connsction with pavinz the bilis for

the autopsss, If it nmeets with your spproval, wont you
pleass write Iszae, treasurer of Tuskegee Institute; to
honor bills that I have approved. Uy only intersst in
beingz able to do fhis is to ©e in a position to pay the
poor families a small Dart of the fund at times, instead

_,u.,uJ.I,_-, 1% r.l_.J.?_ _x‘.r.._...u f..lﬂ_l.___,.l.v whsn tas

C'.L \:A." -#4,.-._.,.‘.'

family has burial insurence on the patient,
- Sincerelg yours,

APy ezl |

Murray Smith, M. D,
Speciel Expert, V. D.

2S/s




CAprdl 15; 1940

¥r. Lioyd Izascs, Treasuver
Tugkerse Insiituts
?iz*:me;ieszx Alad

Dear ¥, Iscncs:e

Since cne of our off _L..:::;:;, Doctor L. f‘u.aey,
visited Tuskesee last veek k, I have been infermed that 3%
night be helpful in the Mirthen brosequiien of our siudy
of !wtz*:z ed syrhilis 3F a o211 vovi of the money nede
availsble by the Slbank Kemordal Furd waye paid 1o th

Fox il ¢ Fur
f’*“‘i},,refs of sonz of tha poorer ratients Just subsegusnt
oila
-6-

to their dosizse, This vayment 48 supzested instend of
nmexinz the entire disburscoont of £50 w o the wnderw
taker. '
I belleve that 4he lecal b ealth eofficer, Dector
=

Yorray Smith, is familiar wdth e cerditions of most of
ihs weople in the county. It is mzgested that in the
future if a szall ravzent wewld ba helpful in cenducting
the sindy if made to the roorer families 5 thal this be
done L}xtoagh Doctor Srdth,

Sincerely yours,

(Sgd) R, A. Vonderlesr
e R, A, Vonderlehr
Lesistant Suyreon QGeneral
Division of Verereal Deeases

BAV:ils

¢¢t Dr, lvrray Swith

*

R

e
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t
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Cuskener Justitute

TUSKEGEE IMETITUTE, ALADAMA

OTFICE OoF
THE TREASURER
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#r. Llovd I:
Treasurer,
Tuskegee, A

- BALE
uz4s

A

=
i
~

abaza

Dear ¥r, Iloesco:

Thank you very ruch for rour

I trux
sted =ith

April 23rd,
can be comple
of nominal

A3
patiente in

If I can co

cag Inntituts

triat ,at_;_cc**r”

Lector Laith for the

letter of
arracg ecents
vxtension

o the faniiiss of deceased

of untrsated sypnilis,

thipne P
any ing f

thiz matier, gﬁuave advi.e na,

Sincerely yours,

(Szd) R. A, Vonderlehr
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Gl wurray Loith

g
ise

Be 4. Yorderlehr
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May 1, 1940

Spocial Fepert Murray fnith
Uo &, Pubiic izalih service

e/ County Hsalth Departoent

Tugxepgee, Alsbasa
Dear Doctor imiths

I subnit herswith coOpy of a lettér
which we have recolved fron Treasurar.Lloyd
Ieaacs of Tuskeges Inutituts., Please adviss
woe 1f arrangementy are not @ada uhich ars

satisfootory to vou,

Sincersly yours,

(Sed) R. A. Vonderlehr

R, &, Veuderluhr
Assisotant Surgson General
Uivision of Venereal Diseates

RaVikcK
Eﬂcﬁ.

R T T e



IN REPLYING, ACDRESS THE

UNITED STATES o
PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE

Tuskeges, Alabama

May 6, 194 {
b
Asst. Surzecn General R. A, Vonderlehr ‘M;’;j‘?%- -
Division of Vernersal Dissases 'k el Saryien
U. S, Public Health Service J” =184
Washington, D. C. /
:*‘I“t'? .‘orsarv-&_[ ]Tﬁ%m
Dear Doctor Vonderlehr: ra T
The srrangsnents made by you with Isascs, '
o
Treasurer of Tuskeges Institute, for payments to '
families in ceritain cases for sutopsiss were satis-
factory to ms. s . . -- _ :
Sincersly yours, _ \

%ﬂm ws-«-ocfa-/ LN

Lzurl‘.’.lj Smith, M. D.
- Special Expert, V. D.

m/ss
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